








THE ENGLISH SCHOOLS’ TABLE TENNIS ASSOGIATION

INTERIM REPORT 1968-69

Prepared by
‘Gerald Gurney

“A dozen or so counties have now
formed their own Associations and
will be staging full-scale qualifying
tournaments leading to the National
Event; this is very pleasing but we
cannot rest content until all counties
have their own organisation.

There can be no doubt at all that the
demand exists in schools everywhere
—among the pupils at least; the most
common difficulty is to find teachers
who are willing to take on the con-
siderable work involved. In only one
or two instances are Local Authorities
reluctant to give all the help they
can; most are prepared to send out
information to schools and to play
their part in the inauguration of
county associations. A single teacher
can work wonders and surely there
must be at least one enthusiast in
each county. Most of the associations
already formed made a start with
only half a dozen (or fewer) teachers
attending the inaugural meeting, and
it is a mistake to think that more
are essential, The great thing is to
make a start and grow gradually from
there.

For the 1968-69 Championships at
least teams may—in certain circum-
stances—be accepted even if no asso-
ciation exists; the organisers will
have to be satisfied that efforts have
been made to set up an association
and that all interested schools have
at least had an opportunity of tak-
ing part.

The following counties have a pro-
perly-constituted Association:

Buckinghamshire—W. B. Cartledge,
128 Chorley Road, West Wycombe,
High Wycombe.

Cambridgeshire—D, W. Cupit, The
Village College, Sawston.

Cheshire—A. Jones, Malpas County
Secondary School, Chester Road,
Malpas.

Cornwall—M. R. Cotton, County
Secondary School, Heamoor, Pen-
zance,

Cumberland—J. Earl,
Square, Egremont.

Derbyshire—R. Ayres, County Secon-
dary School, Brimington.

Devonshire—R. Stuckey, Exmouth
School, Gypsy Lane, Exmouth,

Essex—D. Lomas, | St. Mary’s Road,
Burnham-on-Crouch.

La;ncashire—A.\ Chesworth, St. Mary’s
R.C. Secondary Modern School,
Renton Road, Stretford.

Shropshire—S, M. Turner, Blessed
Robert Johnson Secondary School,
Wellington,

Somerset—No Secretary at present,
but Mrs, D, Henderson, ‘Highfield

16 Nelson

House’, Ebdon Road, Worle,
Weston-super-Mare, is Correspon-
dent,

Surrey—D. M. Harrhy, Ewell County
Secondary School, Danetree Road,
West Ewell.

Warwickshire—M. Lewis, Nicholas
Chamberlaine Comprehensive
School, Bedworth, Nuneaton,
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Most of the following counties are
making progress towards setting up
an Association:

*BedfordshireMrs, D, Harmer, 84

Brooklands Drive, Leighton
Buzzard or Patrick Shallard,
O.B.E., M.A,, Chief Education

Officer, Bedfordshire County Coun-
cil, Shire Hall, Bedford.

*Berkshire—C. Arnold, 58 Kings-
bridge Road, Newbury, or T. D. W,
Whitfield, Director of Education,

County Education Office, Shire
Hall, Reading,
Dorset—G. W. Biles, 79 Dennis |

Road, . Westham, Weymouth, or
J. R. Bradshaw, County Education
Officer, County Hall, Dorchester.

*Durham—E. A. Mann, Boynton
School, Middlesborough, Teesside
(also Correspondent for Northum-
berland, Newcastle and Teesside).

Gloucestershire—C. P. Milroy, M.A.,

Chief Education Officer, County
Education Office, Shire Hall,
Gloucester,

Hampshire—R. M. Marsh, M.A.,
County Education Officer, The

Castle, Winchester.
Herefordshire—M. L. Edge, Director

of [Education, County Offices,
Hereford.
*Hertfordshire—D.  Williams, 48

Auckland Road, Potters Bar, or
S. T. Broad, County Education
Officer, County Hall, Hertford.

Huntingdon—Ian C. Currey, Director

of Education, Gazeley House,
Huntingdon,
*Kent—A , W. Woolven, West

Kent College of Further Education,
Tunbridge Wells.

Leicestershire—S. C. Mason, Director
of Education, County Offices, Grey
Friars, Leicester,

*Lincolnshire—D, L, Worrell, 111
Newark Road, North Hykeham,
Lincoln. (Inaugural Meeting to be
held shortly).

*Middlesex—]. M. Wright, 124
Rusthall Avenue, Bedford Park,
London, W.4,

Norfolk—E. J. Fairhead, 11 Brabazon
Road, Norwich, NOR57N, or Dr.
F. Lincoln Ralphs, Chief Education
Officer, County Education Office,
Stracey Road, Norwich, NOR. 49A.

Northamptonshire—M. J. Henley,
M.A., Chief Education Officer,
‘Springfield’, Cliftonville, North-
ampton, NN1 5BQ.

*Northumberland-—See Durham
(above).

Nottinghamshire—W. G. Lawson,
Director of Education, County Hall,
West Bridgford, Nottingham,

Oxfordshire—M. J. Chalk, Burford
Grammar School.

Rutland—J. A. Simmonds, M.A.
(Cantab.), Chief Education Officer,
County Education Offices, Catmose,
Qakham,

Staffordshire—P, Hancock, 113 Dart-
mouth Avenue, Westlands, New-
castle-under-Lyme,

*Suffolk—B. Nelson, Chantry Secon-
dary  School, Mallard" Way,
Ipswich. (Inaugural Meeting to be
held on 9th December).

Sussex—Rev.
Catherine's,

B. J. Rowley, St.
Beacn ixoad, Little-

hampton, or B. S, Braithwaite,
Chiet Education Oticer, County
Hall, Lewes,

Westmorland—G. K. Greenwood,

B.A,, B.BEd., Director ot Educa-
tion, County Hall, Kendal.

Wiltshure—l<. Howell, 7 Dorchester
Koad, Swindon, or j. H, Bradley,
Chiet rducation Cmcer, County
Hall, Irowbridge, :

Worcestershire—], K, Crickmer, iz
Cypress Street, bsarbourne, Worces-
ter, or J. C. isrooke, County idu-
cation  Utncer, (Castle  Street,
Worcester.

~Yorkshire—Kea Balmtord, 205 Park
Avenue, Hull,

In the first list the name and ada-
ress given 1s that oI the electea
Secretary; all correspondence anc
queries snoutd be sent to nim. It 1s
noped very much that secretaries wil
arrange inter-county matches,

In the second list the' teacher o1
local E.1.1.A, Oticial named will be
very pleased to hear from others
wisning to help m setting up a

‘Lounty Association and/or arranging
qualitying tournaments leading to tne

WNational tivent, Where necessary the
name and address of the County
riducation Officer 1s given; it is the
normal practice to approach the
Physical rducation Orgamser through
him, The General Secretary of tne
Association, G. N. Gurney, M.A.,
Guildhall Orchard, Great Bromley,
Colchester, Essex (Ardleigh 330)—is
already in touch with the County
Education Officers named, and nearly
all of them are making enquiries with-
in their own Authonties, Individual
schools should write to them direct to
declare their interest.

It is very difficult to know exactly
how many counties in the second
list above will be nominating teams
for the National Championships
1968-69, but confident assurances
have been received from those marked
X and there is still time for others
to join in so that this may be a truly
National Event in the Association’s
very first season.

A copy of the Championship Rules
(as ratified) has already been sent
to all Secretaries and Correspondents
and the grouping of counties for the
National Quarter-Finals has already
been published in ‘Table Tennis
News’. Other major Rules are as
follows: six events, Boys Under-18,
Under-15 and Under-13; Girls Under-
18, Under-15 and Under-13 (all as
on 1-2 September, 1968); open to all
schools in England; teams of 4 play-
ers at the same school; matches of 8
sets (all singles); ‘Group Play’ where
possible.

The Quarter-Finals will be played
as follows: South-East (R.A.F. Stan-
more) on 8 March (nominations by
23 February); South-West (venue not
fixed) on 8 March (nominations by
23  February); Midland (Harry
Mitchell Centre, Smethwick) on 1
March (nominations by 16 February);
North (venue not fixed) on 1 March
(nominations by 16 February).

The Semi-Finals and Finals will be
played in the Midlands on 29' Maxrch.

FAR EAST

' JOINT SERVICES

CHAMPIONSHIPS
1968

THE third Far East Air Force
Championships and the second Joint
Services Championships were held at
R.AF. Seletar, Singapore from
October 6-10. For the second time
only, players from all three Services
were brought together in one huge
tournament involving nearly 150
competitors.

The Team Championships

The first two days were devoted to
the team events, in which Seletar
captured all but one of the main titles.
The men won all seven of their
matches and became both F.E.AF.
and Joint Services Champions against
the opposition of five other R.A.F.
teams, one team from the Royal Navy
and five from the Army.

Squadron Leader Neville Shorrick
of R.A.F. Seletar emerged as the only
player to win all his games. Runners-
up to R.AF. Seletar in the Joint
Services event was No. 19 Signals
Regiment, who also finished up as
the Army Team Champions, thanks
to the hard-hitting play of their No.
1 L/Cpl. Ngau.

In the ladies’ section No. 4 Co.
W.R.A.C. Tanglin led by Capt.
Felicity Harlow retained their title
from two R.AF. teams and one
W.R.N.S. The outstanding player
was S.A.C.W. Wake for R.AF.
Seletar which helped her side retain
the W.R.A F. Challenge Trophy from
R.A.F. Changi.

The Individual Championships

. The honours in the finals of the
Joint Services Championships were
shared between the Army and the
R.AF. Marginally, the main awards
went to the Army whose Jim
Pemberton, a U.K. based civilian,
retained his men’s singles title with a
3-1 win over S/L. Shorrick. Again
in the men’s doubles Cpl. How and
L/Cpl. Ngau beat R.A.F. opponents
Chief Tech. Brewis and Sgt. James.

. Cpt. Harlow gained a sweet and
uarrow revenge for her defeat in the
team championships, by defeating
S.A.CW. Wake in the women’s
singles final. But S.A.C.W. Wake
partnered by L.A.C.W. Gooch of
R.AF. Seletar defeated Cpt. Harlow
and W.O. Thomson in the doubles.

: In the F.E.A.F. section, Seletar’s
players again dominated the tourna-
ment by capturing all three titles.
S.A.C.W. Wake took the women’s
singles, S/L. Shorrick the men’s, and
Brewis and James the doubles.

Jim Pemberton was the men’s
singles winner in the Army indivi-
duals, Cpt. Harlow coming out top
in the Women’s section. gau and
How won the men’s doubles.

The Far East Fleet Championships
was the smallest section. Leading
Cook Han won the men's singles from
his H.M.S. Terror teammate steward
Fong and these two combined to win
the doubles. Wren Tew beat Wren

Purdy in the women’s singles.





















YUGOSLAVIAN OPEN, Belgrade, November 7-9th

‘Alas, it was not to be’

WHEN Denis Neale was one game
and 20-15 wup against Dragutin
Surbek, the reigning European cham-
pion, in the first set of the men'’s
team final against Yugoslavia, the
few English people watching had
visions of England’s men winning
their first International team event
since the era of Johnny Leach, now
watching on the sidelines as captain.
But, alas, it was not to be,

At this vital stage, Surbek served
and the rally proceeded until Denis
got the ball up to put away, but he
mistimed his hit, making it 20-16.
Surbek then steadied himself and
served four aces which Denis put,
what seemed like miles, off the end.
These same services had troubled
him throughout, but at this stage of
the match the Yugoslav spectators
‘went mad’ and unnerved Denis who
had been in complete command
throughout. The game was lost 22-
20.

For the first time we were com-
pletely subdued, we’d been ‘robbed’,
and all the time the Yugoslavs were
cheering their hero. But, when the
final game began, Denis soon quiet-
ened them, going quickly into an 8-3
lead. He held on and at 12-8 it was
Surbek to serve, We never dreamed
it would happen, but Denis again
mishit 4 services! It broke Denis for
a few minutes and in that short time
Surbek got to 20-14 up. It’s all over,
we thought, but no, back came Denis
to take the next five points, what
Yorkshire grit! But it was hoping
against hope and Denis lost the next
point, and with it the whole match,

It seemed to take the heart out of
Chester, who then lost comfortably
to Stipancic whom he had beaten
easily a few weeks before in Holland.
The doubles were our last hope, but,
although getting off to a good start,
Denis and Chester could not hold the
Yugoslavs who won comfortably.

To reach the final of an event
which included every top European
country was a really excellent perfor-
mance. To prove it, Chester and Denis
had beaten East Germany, Russia
and Hungary on the way. :

EARLY SETBACK

Against E. Germany Denis and
Chester were never fully extended.
However, against Russia, they
suffered an early setback. To our
surprise, Sarkhojan played singles in-
stead of Amelin, and it proved to be
a good choice. In the first set on, he
beat Chester comfortably with the
Essex man never really being able to
master this left-hander.

But the Russians’ delight was
short-lived for it was to be their only
victory.

Denis got the better of Gomozkov
and he and Chester outplayed
Gomozkov and Amelin in the doubles
to put England 2-1 up. Denis then
added the finishing touches by beat-
ing Sarkhojan and that put the
Russians out and England through to
the Semi-Final.

Here, England faced a Hungarian“
team which included Borzsei and

deleznai, the same two players who
vola Chester and Uenis hada peaten a
few days previously In tngiand's
great will 11 the 1wuiopean League.

Witn Dems and Cnester, johnny
Qad decided tnat tnelr bDest Oruer was
that in which Chester played bsorzse:
Jrst. Having tossed up aud won s
all 1INportauc order, Clesles went on
(0 play Borzsel witn our nopes pretty
J11gn. vvnat we hadn t reckoneu witn
+as tnat thie conditions 1n peigrade
were much slower tnan those 1n psuda-
pest, thus giving the detensive Lsorzsei
4n advantage.

The first two games were shared.
m tne decider, Cnester was luinedia-
tely 1n trouble and the riungarian's
deience began to tell on the siower
table, L'ty as he migut, Chester just
couldn’'t make up tne leeway ana he
lost 12-21,

So, England were one down again,
as against lussia. And again, 1t was
the man trom the North who levelled
the scores, After easily winning the
nrst against Beleznai, Denis again
played well in the second set but
couldn't get away irom the Hungar-
ian who played very well to save
two match points ana eventually won
it 25-23. Prospects looked brignt for
the ‘Magyar’ team, but Denis soon
dulled their hopes by winning the
third convincingly 21-11.

In the doubles our men faced
Beleznai and Josef Papp who, like
Beleznai, is an attacking player.
Chester and Denis combined well and
should have won two straight having
taken the first 21-12 and leading 20-
16 in the second. Somehow the Hun-
garians pulled back this deficit, saved
-a further three match points and won
24-22. In the final game, except for
a few points, when a lead of 5 points
became one of 2, the Englishmen were
-well on top eventually winning 21-14.

WORN DOWN

In the fourth set of five, Denis
locked as though he was going to
repeat his win over Borszei. But,
from leading by one game and 13-11,
he was gradually worn down. With a
little luck, he might well have made
it, but it was left to Chester to put
England through to the final. And
‘he did it by the skin of his teeth!

One game and 10-12 down to
Beleznai, Chester fought hard and
took the second to level. In the deci-
der, he needed all his nerve, speed
and skill to pull up from 3-7 down
to snatch the game away from the
Hungarian’s grasp at 21-19. Knowing
that he was having trouble with his
forehand, Chester tried to play as
much backhand as possible but, at
19-all, he hit two superb forehands
that left us shaking in our seats!

This unfortunately, was the end of
England’s run, but for the services of
Surbek, England might well have
taken first place.

In the Women’'s team event, we
were drawn to play Greece, who
didn’t appear, so Karenza Mathews
and myself played Hungary in our
first match.

First set on was Karenza who
played Beatrix Kishazi who is a

player not to be overlooked, for in
the semi-final of the women’s singles,
she beat Ilona Vostova, the 14-years-
old winner of the European Women'’s
singles in Lyomns.

So it was mnot surprising that
Karenza lost which brought me on to
play Erzsebet Jurik. Although impro-
ving on my European League result
by taking the first game, I was gradu-
ally worn down by the Hungarian's
solid defending, losing comfortably in
the third. The doubles was also lost
in three and with it, the match 3-0.
Hungary went on to beat W.
Germany, who were without Edit
Buccolz, in the semis, but lost 3-0 to
Rumania in the final.

TOO FAST FOR CHESTER
Individual Events

NOBODY particularly excelled in
the individual events, Denis being the
most  successful. First he beat
Kusinski of Poland, then Cordas, the
Yugoslavian No, 5, both 3-0. In his
next round he came up against the
former European champion Kjell
Johansson of Sweden who just had the
edge winning 3-2.

Having  beaten a  Yugoslav,
Temunovic, Chester was a bit off
form in losing to the Yugoslav No.
8, Gajic, who was too fast for
Chester,

Karenza came through comfortably
against the young East German, Petra
Stephan, 3-0, but then lost to
Eleanora Mihalca. Karenza has of
course, beaten the Rumanian before,
but found that with rubber on the
backhand, Mihalca is a much more
difficult opponent.

I played the Yugoslav No. 6,
Kovacev beating her 3-0, but found
the slightly unusual defence of
Danuta Szmit-Calinska, Poland, too
much for me, losing 3-1.

Alas we fared no better in the
doubles, Denis and Chester losing to
Bernhardt and Chris Johansson
of Sweden in the second round.
Karenza and I also fell in the second
round to the East German pair,
Gabriele Geissler and Doris
Hovestadt.

In the mixed doubles, a little more
luck could perhaps have come our
way. However, Denis and I lost to
the Czech pair Kunz and Jitka
Karlikova, whilst  Chester and
Karenza lost in five to the eventual
winners, Gomozkov and  Zoya
Rudnova of the USSR. They had pre-
viously beaten the Rumanian pair
Reti and Mihalca.

REMARKABLE PERFORMANCE

Looking back on the tournament,
onle cannot help but make mention of
the remarkable performance of Surbek
on continuing his run of not being
beaten by a European player since he
surprisingly won the European men’s
singled title last April.

But he had some close shaves in
these Championships. Against our
own Denis Neale, five match points
were saved; in the final of the men’s
singles he had three match points
against him in the fourth game when

by Pauline Piddock

Gomozkov was 2-1 up; and aguinst
Giurgiuca of Rumania in the team
event, he saved two match points!
Guts are certainly a large part of his
game,

There were a few surprise results
among the foreign players, some of
which are noted here. The French No.
1, Jacques Secretin, beat Borzsei 2-0
in the team events. Yugoslavia's No.
3, Anton Stipancic, had a win over
Jaroslav Stanek, the Czech, also in
the team events. Stanek lost to
Sarkhojan in the singles event.
_Stipancic also beat Borzsei in the
singles before losing 3-2 to Gomozkov
and Kocsis, a little known Hunga-

rli;n, beat Kollarovits, European No.

After her victory over Vostova, in
the women’s singles, Kishazi led
Maria Alexandru 2-0 and 14-11 in the
final before the fighting Rumanian
pulled though. She is now using rub-
ber on both wings and beat Rudnova,
the Russian European No. 2, in the
semi-final,

Because of the shortage of inter-
national tournaments this season,
every top-flight country in Europe en-
tered in preparation for the World
Championships in April. So, even
though our individual performances
were not as good as hoped, the per-
formance of our men in coming second
in a competition which had +the
strength of a European Champion-
ships promises better things to come.

Results:

MEN'S TEAM EVENT

ENGLAND 3; EAST GERMANY (.
Neale bt Zitzmann 16, 18; Barnes
bt Rave 12, 11; Barnes/Neale bt
Rave/Zitzmann 17, 21.

ENGLAND 3; RUSSIA 1.
Barnes lost to Sarkhojan -15, -19;
Neale bt Gomozkov 15, -15, 18;
Barnes/Neale bt Gomozkov/Amelin
15, 20; Neale bt Sarkhojan 18, 18.

Semi-Final:

ENGLAND 3; HUNGARY 2.
Barnes lost to Borzsei -14, 15, -12;
Neale bt Beleznai 12, -23, 11;
Barnes/Neale bt Beleznai/Papp 12,
-22, 14; Neale lost to Borzsei 13,
-15, -15; Barnes bt Beleznai -14,
17, 19.

Final:

ENGLAND ¢; YUGOSLAVIA 3.

Neale lost to Surbek 12, -20, -19;
Barnes lost to Stipancic -17, -16;
Barnes/Neale lost to Surbek/

Stipancic -16, -14,
WOMEN’S TEAM EVENT
ENGLAND 0; HUNGARY 3.

Mathews lost to Kishazi -14, -14;

Piddock lost to Jurik 19, -16, -12;

Mathews/Piddock lost to Jurik/

Kishazi -7, 22, -16,

MEN’S SINGLES

Neale bt Kusinski (Pol) 16, 9, 13;

bt Cordas (Yug) 12, 10, 11; lost to

K. Johansson -25, -13, 13, 19, -17.

Barnes lost to Gajic 20, 8, -8, -12,

-21.

WOMEN’S SINGLES
Mathews bt Stephan (E.G.) 17,
20, 17; lost to Mihalca (Rum) 19,
-15, -16, -11. Piddock bt Kovacev
(Yug) 17, 7, 9; lost to Calinska
(Pol) -17, 13, -19, -15,
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YUGOSLAVIAN OPEN

Continued

MEN’S DOUBLES
Barnes/Neale lost to C. Johansson/

Bernhardt (Swe) 8, -19, 9, -18,
-13.

WOMEN’S DOUBLES
Mathews/Piddock bt  Veljic /
Mirocevic (Yug.) 13, 8, 15; lost to
Geissler/Hovestadt -19, -18, -15
(E.G.).

MIXED DOUBLES
Neale/Piddock bt Domicz/Lasota
(Pol) 14, 13, -20, 19; lost to Kunz/
Karlikova (Czech) -17, -16, 17, -19,
Barnes/Mathews bt Reti/Mihalca
(Rum) 14, 11, -16, 14; lost to
Gomozkov/Rudnova (Rus) -13,
-15, 19, 15, -19

FINAL RESULTS

Men’s Singles: Semi-finals:
D. SURBEK (Yugo.) bt H. Alser
(Sw.) 18, 17, 18;
S. GOMOZKOV (U.S.S.R.) bt K.

Johannson (Sw.) 16, -15, 18, -19, 21.
Final: SURBEK bt Gomozkov -18,
12, -15, 24, 11,

Women’s Singles: Semi-finals:
B. KISHAZI (Hun.) bt I. Vostova
(Cz.) -13, 13, -16, 17, 12;

M. ALEXANDRU (Ru.) bt Z.

Rudnova (U.S.S..R) 18, 22, 1l1.
Final: ALEXANDRU bt Kishazi
-16, -17, 16, 16, 15.

Men’s Doubles: Final:
A. STIPANCIC (Yugo.)/SURBEK
bt A. Amelin (U.S.5.R.)/Gomozkov
15, 19, 24.

Women’s Doubles: Final:
M. NEIDERT (Sw.)/RUDNOVA
bt Alexandru/E, Mihanca (Ru.) 13,
-15, 22, -12, 13,

Mixed Doubles:
GOMOZKOV / RUDNOVA bt
Amelin/D. Hovestadt (E. Ger.) 9,
15, 16,

JUNIOR

SPOTLIGHT
by Laurie Landry

WALES DO BETTER

PHILIP BEVAN captained this
scason’s Welsh juniors to a ‘‘best-for-
over 15-years’” 3-7 defeat at St.
Luke’s Youth Club, London on
November 2.

Naturally, Haydn Thomas was the
main success for Wales with his two
victories over England’s Melvin
Waldman and John Dabin, who gave
Thomas a fright when leading 20-16
in the decider !

The other win for Wales came in
the top doubles in which Jim Grey
and Thomas combined very well
indeed.

Individual scores (England names
lirst) were:

M. Waldman lost to H. Thomas -10,
-14; bt J. Grey 15, -6, 8.

J. Dabin lost to Thomas 10, -16, -24;
bt Grey 11, 13.

A. Fletcher bt A. Griffiths 10, 12; bt
J. Neale 7, 15.

M. Read bt Griffiths 16, 16; bt Neale
13, 11,
Fletcher/Waldman Grey/
Thomas -13, 20, -16.

Dabin/Read bt Griffiths/Neale 15, 17,

lost to
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DABIN UPSETS RANKINGS

JOHN DABIN of Kent, solidly
defending with the odd hit, in the
North Herts, Junior Open played at
Stevenage on October 26-27, played
excellently to beat No. 2 Waldman
and No. 3 Boasman to win the U-17
singles,

Again to the fore in the Kent
Junior Open, at Folkestone on
November 3-4, Dabin’s one defeat was
at the hands of England’s No. 1,
Trevor Taylor.

In this latter tournament, the only
event to go abroad was the U-15
Girls’ Singles which was won by
Ellen Klatt of the Netherlands.

Jill Shirley underlined her supre-
macy by taking the Girls’ U-17
singles event in both tournaments and
on each occasion Surrey’s Susan
Howard was her unwilling victim.

NORTH HERTS. JUNIOR OPEN
Stevenage, Oct, 26/27

Under-17

Boys’ Singles: Semi-finals:

J. DABIN (Kent) bt M. Waldman
(Middx.) 16, 13.

A, BOASMAN (Lancs.) bt A, Fletcher
(Yorks.) 19, 20.

Final: DABIN bt Boasman 16, -13, 17.

Girls’ Singles: Semi-finals:

J. SHIRLEY (Bucks.) bt. J.
(Warwks.) 11, 7,

S. HOWARD (Surrey)
(Bucks.) 16, 6.

Final: SHIRLEY bt Howard 13, 16.

Boys’ Doubles: Semi-finals:

S. HEAPS (Ches.)/P. TAYLOR (Herts.)
bt M, Fryer/C. Jones (Kent) 13, 19.

R. NAPPER/M. WALD (Bucks.) bt
Dabin/P. Guttormsen (Kent) 11, -14,
19.

Final: HEAPS/TAYLOR bt
Wald 18, 17.

Girls’ Doubles: Semi-finals:

S. HOWARD/SHIRLEY bt L. Howard
(Surrey)/L. Pacitto 18, 15.

CORNOCK/S. LISLE (Lancs.) bt C.
Mann (Middx.}/S. Pacitto (Bucks.)

Cornock

bt L. Pacitto

Napper/

HOWARD/SHIRLEY
Cornock/Lisle 12, 14.

Mixed Doubles: Semi-finals:

BOASMAN/S. HOWARD bt Napper/
Shirley -11, 10, 18.

bt

DABIN/CORNOCK bt. Fletcher/S.
Lee (Yorks.) 14, 17.

Final: BOASMAN/HOWARD bt
Dabin/Cornock -16, 19, 14,

Under-15

Boys’ Singles: Semi-finals:

HEAPS bt Boasman -19, 16, 16. R.

HELLABY (Essex). bt P. Taylor -21,
13, 14.

Final: HEAPS bt Hellaby 16, 12.

Girls’ Singles: Semi-finals:

S. BECKWITH (Essex) bt L. Howard
20, -15, 24.

L. CHESSON (Kent) bt L. Pacitto 12,
-17, 13.

Final: BECKWITH bt Chesson -20, 13,
15.

Boys’ Doubles: Semi-fina/s:

BOASMAN/l. HORSHAM (Essex) bt
C. Carle (Essex)/}. Fuller (Norfolk)
12, 21.

HELLABY/M. LOCKE (Essex) bt
Guttormsen/S. Williams (Kent) 11,
1.

Final: BOASMAN/HORSHAM
Hellaby/Locke 15, -16, 10.

Girls’ Doubles: Semi-finals:

L. HOWARD/L. PACITTO bt J. Dyer
(Lancs.)/V. King (Yorks.) 14, 13.

CHESSON/P. BRENCHLEY (Kent) bt
Beckwith/G. Locke (Essex) 10, 18.

Final: CHESSON/BRENCHLEY bt
Howard/Pacitto -16, 16, 19.

bt

Mixed Doubles: Semi-finals:

HEAPS/HOWARD bt
Brenchley 22, -17 22.

GUTTORMSEN/CHESSON bt Taylor/
Pacitto 19, 8.

Boasman/

Final: HEAPS/HOWARD bt
Guttormsen/Chesson 19, 16.
Under-13

Boys’ Singles: Semifinals:

HEAPS bt Fuller 8, 8. GUTTORMSEN
bt T. Everett (Herts.) 9, 8.

Final: HEAPS bt Guttormsen -17, 20,
18.

Girls’ Singles: Semi-finals:

L HOWARD bt ). Hartwell (Herts.)
10, 3. G. LOCKE bt L. jones (Wales)
16, 15.

Final: HOWARD bt Locke 15, 14.

Under-11

Boys’ Singles: Semi-finals:

EVERETT bt B. Matthews (Berks.) 12,
19. G. HAMILTON (Herts) bt R.
Prosser (Herts.) 10, 18.

Final: EVERETT bt Hamilton 14, 14.

Girls’ Singles:

(3 only) J. ALLINSON winner.

KENT JUNIOR OPEN: RESULTS

Under-17

Boys’ Singles: Semi-finals:

T. TAYLOR (Herts.) bt A. Boasman
(Lancs.) 16, 9.

J. DABIN (Kent) bt S. Heaps (Ches.)

 -18, 15, 18.

Final: TAYLOR bt Dabin 14, -16, 11.

Girls’ Singles: Semi-finals:

J. SHIRLEY (Bucks.) bt J. Cornock
(Warwks.) 3, 11.

S. HOWARD (Surrey) bt S. Lisle
(Lancs.) 18, 13.

Final: SHIRLEY bt Howard 14, 20.

Boys’ Doubles: Semi-finals:

BOASMAN/A FLETCHER (Yorks) bt
I. Horsham/M, Read (Essex) 11,
-18, 11.

T. TAYLOR/M. WALDMAN (Middx.)
bt J. Grey/H. Thomas (Wales) -15,
13, 18.

Final: BOASMAN /FLETCHER
Taylor/Waldman 18, 21.

Girls’ Doubles: Semi-finals:

S. HOWARD/SHIRLEY bt L. Howard
(Surrey)/L. Pacitto (Bucks.) 19, -16,
10

bt

CORNOCK/LISLE bt S. Lee (Yorks)/
C. Mann (Middx.) 16, 13.

Final: HOWARD/SHIRLEY bt Cornock
Liste 15, 15.

Mixed Doubles: Semi-finals:

T. TAYLOR/S. HOWARD bt Wald-
man/Mann 13, -19, 13.

BOASMAN/S. PACITTO (Bucks.) bt
Read/S. Beckwith (Essex) -15, 5, 14.

Final: TAYLOR/HOWARD bt Boasman
/Pacitto 15, 7.

Under-15

Boys’ Singles: Semi-finals:

P. TAYLOR (Herts.) bt Heaps 18, 28.

R. HELLABY (Essex) bt Boasman -13,
18, 10.

Final: TAYLOR bt Hellaby 20, 18.

Girls’ Singles: Semi-finals:

E. KLATT (Netherlands) bt L. Howard
15, 12,

P. BRENCHLEY (Kent)) bt L. Pacitto
-10, 12, 17.

Final: KLATT bt Brenchley 19, 17.

Boys’ Doubles: Final:

HEAPS/P. TAYLOR
Horsham 12, 17.

Girls’ Doubles: Final:

BECKWITH/B. McGRORTY (Kent) bt
S. Heltzel (Netherlands)/Klatt 18,
-14, 19.

Mixed Doubles: Final:

BOASMAN/BRENCHLEY bt Heaps/L.
Howard 15, 11.

Under-13

Boys’ Singles: Semi-finals:

HEZAPS bt P. Guttormsen (Kent) 12,
0.

J. CONSTANT (France) bt T. Everett
(Herts.) 6, 10.

bt Boasman/

Final: HEAPS bt Constant -17, 16, 13.

Girls’ Singles: Semi-finals:

L, HOWARD bt G. Macrae (Surrey)
7, 7.

G. LOCKE (Essex) bt R.
(Netherlands) 16, 17.

Final: HOWARD bt Locke 9, 16.

Boys’ Doubles: Final:

HEAPS/K. JAMES (Devon) bt D.
Bargerter (France)/Constant 12, 11.

Under-11

Boys’ Singles: Semi-finals:

Fierlier

EVERETT bt B. Matthews (Berks.)
16, 16.
A. STICKLES (Kent) bt D. Funnell

(Kent) 10, -19, 14.

Final: EVERETT bt Stickles 8, 9.

Girls’ Singles: Semi-finals:

L. HOLTAM (Kent) bt A. Waters
(Kent) 19, 14.

A. GEDGE (Sussex) bt A. Fletcher
(Kent) 8, 6.

Final: HOLTAM bt Gedge 20, 19.

Twilight on
lan Harrison

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S
Ian Harrison, who has made 178
international appearances for
England, stunned the table tennis
world on November 12 by announcing
his complete retirement,

He represented his country as
recently as November 9, against
Czechoslovakia at O=xford, beating
Antonin Dwvorak but losing, in the
deciding game, to Vlado Miko.

January's issue of TABLE TENNIS
NEWS will contain a tribute to Ian
written by Peter Madge.

Ohbituary

Howard G. Vincent

IT is with deepest regret
that we record the recent death
of Howard G. Vincent, the
Chairman of the Grimsby and
District Association. He entered
the game as a player in 1932
and continued as a member of
the Old Winghams Club until
his death. He was Match and
Fixture Secretary of the
Association from 1936 until the
war, when he served as a
Navigator in the R.A.F. and
was granted a Commission.
Upon demobilisation in 1946
he again took up his position
with the Grimsby Association
and continued until 1963, also
acting as General Secretary for
two years. In 1965 he was
appointed Chairman and con-
tinued until he died in office.
For ‘Vinnie’, as he was affec-
tionately known to a wide
circle in Lincolnshire, Yorkshire
and further afield; a fitting
epitaph would be that he gave
much more to Table Tennis
than he ever received and that
the game was his sport, his
pleasure and his life.







THE 8th
MACCABIAH
GAMES

by Alan Shepherd

THE Games themselves take place
every four years and are closely
modelled on the Olympic Games.

Athletics, Boxing, Fencing, Judo,
Football, Basketball, Wrestling,
Cycling, Gymnastics, Weightlifting

and Rifle Shooting are the mnormal
competitions, but Table Tennis, Golf
and Lawn Tennis are added.

In our sport, there are Men’s and
Women’s team events and the usual
knock-out individual tournaments.
Jewish athletes and players from all
over the world compete and all live
together in an Olympic style Village.
There are traditional Opening and
Closing Ceremonies at which athletes
and officials march past, attended
generally by upwards of 50,000
spectators, in a huge Stadium.

In 1961 and 1965 our stars were

Jefi Ingber (l.ancs.) and Stan
Jacobson, Irene Ogus, Joyce
Abrahams and David Offenbach

(Middlesex); of these Irene and Joyce
are now in the United States and
Canada respectively while it is
believed that Jeff and Stan are un-
likely to be available. Therefore
almost a completely new team must
be found.

Apart from David Oftenbach, likely
contenders are Jack Bender (Middle-
sex) and Melvin and Stephen
Waldman (both Middlesex). However,
I am hoping that all Jewish table
tennis players will apply to take part
in the trials to be held at the premises
of Maccabi Association London, 73,
Compayne Gardens, London, N.W.6

on Sundays, January 12 and/or
March 16.
Girl applicants are very much

required and the field is wide open for
a good player to get selected. Forms
of application can be had from me
at 10, Woodedge Close, Forest Side,
Chingford, E.4.

&

§ AROUND THE
L COUNTIES

SURREY NOTES
by John Zenthon

BARRY HILL TO THE RESCUE

SURREY continued their unbeaten
run in the Second Division South of
the County Championships with a 6-4
win over Bucks. With the last set to
be played, Surrey were 5-4 up and
everything depended on Barry Hill
who was to play Jill Shirley’s brother,
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Paul, who had taken ‘Cennie’” Warren
to three and, quite frankly, his
chances were regarded as slim. The
pundits were proved wrong, however,
as Barry cantered home in two
straight.

At Kingswood, the second teams
of Surrey and Bucks met, but this
time honours went to the visitors 6-4.
The girls, as usual, did all that was
required.

In the mixed doubles, it was un-
fortunate that Emecz—who had come
in for Campbell—and Miss Lambert
lost their first game after having been
in a winning position, as they then
took the second comfortably but
could not hold their opponents in the
decider,

The excitement was maintained
throughout the evening with sets
going alternatively to Bucks and then
to Surrey. Surrey were 5-4 down
with the last set to play and the
home team’s hopes rested on Davies
whose opponent was Hahn whose No.
3 ranking in the visitors’ team raised
all eyebrows.

Regretably, feelings were not kept
under control and Hahn made quite
sure that Bucks took the two points.
Davies, never a particularly light
player on his feet, and an exponent
of the undesirable habit of foot
stamping when playing the ball, was
readily joined by Hahn in providing
the spectators with a spectacle of the
table tennis equivalent of an Irish
clog dance. It could only have been
their possible ‘enjoyment’ from an
otherwise disappointing set.

The Juniors beat Berks 8-2, Paul
Bishop losing to Cox (Berks No. 1)
rather surprisingly as Tony Hickey
had already beaten him. Surrey’s
other loss came in the boys’ doubles,
Hickey and Francis going down in
the third.

Revised senior ranking list:—

Men: 1, C. Warren; 2, B. Penfold;
3, B. Hill; 4, G, Chapman; 5, T.
Campbell; 6, C. Davies; 7, E. Emecz;
8, Z. Schramm and 9, M. Kercher.

Women: 1, Mrs. M. Wright; 2,
Mrs. J. Head; 3, Miss S, Howard;
4, Mrs. B. Miles; 5, Miss H. Lambert;
6, Miss L., Howard and 7, Miss S.
Goldsmith,

On the umpiring scene, John Smith
who some time ago went to Luton,
has now been transferred back and
will offset the County’s loss of George
White who has moved up to York-
shire,

The Surrey Closed will be held on
January 18-19 at Goblin Works Can-
teen, Leatherhead and entry forms
can now be had from Stan Buchan,
124 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Phone:
Downland 52910,

Susan Howard became the first
recipient of the Jim Forrest Memorial
Trophy -which was presented to her

during the opening county match '

against Norfolk.

Congratulations too to Sid Morton
on his appointment as Referee for the
England v. Hungary match at
Bracknell on February 7, 1969,

CAMBRIDGESHIRE NOTEY
by Leslie Constable

CAMBS. ‘BIRD’ HAS FLOWN

In the South-East Midlands League,
Cambridge City have begun well with
victories over St. Neots and Peter-
borough. John Thurston has displayed
good form with ample support from
Stephen Andrews and Tony Little-
child, Together with Trevor Waller
and Ken Muhr the City look good for
the championship again,

The Juniors have also won their
first two matches despite the absence
of David Silk who has been out of
action with an injured arm. Hard
luck on the ladies who have had the
misfortune to lose the services of
Betty Bird—she has left the district
—having a 100 per cent record in her
two matches played.

Sandra Grainger is now back in the
team and with Margaret Cornell
(Cambs. Junior Champion), Sally
Browning and Sue Wakefield will en-
deavour to capitalise on their good
start,

In the Wilmott Cup, Cambridge
City had a good win at Lowestoft
despite the absence of Thurston. They
cruised home 7-2 with Waller,
Andrews and Littlechild in command.
Cambridge City Ladies lost 6-3 to
Lowestoft in the first round of the
Rose Bowl and again Betty Bird was
unbeaten,

New Chesterton Institute are again
setting the pace in the Cambs.
League and look likely champions
once more, Several teams are chasing
including YMCA, Guildhall, Univer-
sity Press and Soham. Cambridge
University too are now in the 1st
Division and could be in the hunt
before long.

Brian Jones, John Ashman and
Eddie Sharp are prominent in the
Soham team. For YMCA, John Laker
has been the man in form thus far
bringing off some notable victories as
have Muhr and Waller. Guildhall,
who have ‘pushed’ the best of teams,
including N.C.I. who only beat them
6-4, have Atkinson as their star man.

In the Cambridgeshire Cup Compe-
tition, which involves Cambs. City,
Ely and Wisbech, the City easily re-
tained the trophy on November 4th
when they finished well ahead of Ely.
The City team of Thurston, Andrews
and Alan Ponder lost only one set
when Andrews went down to Brian
Jones. Barry Wilson of Wisbech
showed good form and should be a
great asset when he has the will to
dispose of the opposition.

City Junior players such as Carl
Dellar and Brian Thomas, who are
in reserve positions, have been pro-
minent in recent matchies and should
make their presence felt in the not
too distant future.

S-E MIDLANDS LEAGUE

Currently topping the Men's Sec-
tion are Ely with Cambridge City in
second position. Bedford head the
Ladies Section and look like being a
hard nut to crack., Ely and Cam-
bridge lead the Junior Section with

Cambridge oft top ih the Vets, closely
followed by Nesthampton.

f?eported to be playing well for
Wellingborough is Roderick
Marchant,

KENT NOTES
by Charles M. Wyles

A ‘BRANCH’ FOR BETTY IN
MAIDSTONE

WITH yet another Kent Junior
Open Championship behind us, most
would agree that this year’s event
was one of the most successful for
years. With an increase of near 25
per cent in entries and a small in-
vasion from the Continent, the timing
was well within the finishing limits
required,

. There is no doubt that Folkestone
is the ‘Mecca’ of Junior T.T. with the
forthcoming English Junior Open on
May 3-4, 1969 when we expect to see
again many of our young Continental
friends. Incidentaily, the County
Association has arranged their Annual
Dinner at the Wampach Continental
Hqtel, Folkestone, on the evening of
Friday, May 2nd. This is on the eve
of the National Championships. The
organisers expect a complete ‘sell-out’
well before the day.

Two new ladies have appeared on
the Kent League scene. A French ex-
change teacher, M. Viola, now in the
Bromley area, and a welcome return
to the county of Betty Bird, who is
now living near Maidstone. This
should liven up the ladies competi-
tion at all levels.

Congratulations to the Ashford
League on promoting a Very success-
ful International match, when the
Czech team visited the town and
played against England before a near
full Pouse. A pointer of ‘things-to-
come’,

. The Annual Canterbury Inter-Asso-
ciation Tournament drew a large
entry and with it the usual crop of
surprises.

Winners were: MS, Stan Brockle-
bank (Canterbury); WS, Lynda
Chesson (Sittingbourne); MD, Barry
Grimwade (Sittingbourne) / Ray
Tilling  (Bromley); WD, Ruth
Wilson (Folkestone) / Moira Stevens
(Maidstone); XD, Brocklebank
/ Joyce Reeves (Maidstone).

This Tournament was preceded by
a similar Ashford Inter-Association
event from which the following
winners emerged:—

MS, Steve Hill (Tonbridge); WS,
Lynda Chesson; MD, Ken Baker
(Tunbridge Wells)/Graham French
(Woolwich); WD, Lynda Chesson/
Paula Brenchley (Sittingbourne).

The entry forms for the Kent Open
on January 25-26 are now available
from me. A new innovation will be
the gift of a refreshment voucher for
every set umpired. This system was
recently tried at a smaller Tourna-
ment with the saving of 13 hours on
the usual finishing time.






Christmas

green).

Coming . .

A\

LADIES ....

May we suggest one of the following
items as a Christmas present for the man
Ig in your life. ET.T.A. Tie (in blue, wine or

E.T.T.A. Car Badge.
Subscription to ““Table Tennis News”

All of these items are available from the
E.T.T.A. Office, Room 323, 26-29 Park
Crescent, London, W.1.

Price 14/- each
Price 27/6 each

10/- per annum (8 issues).

NORTHUMBRIAN NOTES
By “Geordie”

LENNIE FOR THE KILT!

THE Northumberland senior team
remain undefeated after a convincing
7-3 win over Yorkshire II in Division
2 (North) of the County Champion-
ships.  Arthur Chilvers proved an
adequate substitute for Brian Burn
who was unable to play through
illness, and Stuart Lennie won both
his singles convincingly.

The juniors disappointed against
the powerful Yorkshire side and the
only victory came from Chris
Shepherd who beat Alan Fletcher, the
English No, 5.

Stuart Lennie has been notified that
he is being considered for Scottish
national honours and all Northumber-
land wish him future success.

The pride of Northumberland table
tennis at present is Ian Robertson,
our leading junior. He has won three
consecutive junjor titles all of which
were contested by boys ranked above
him.

It seems as if present National
Junior Trials are proving quite inad-
equate when someone who is ranked
only in the “B’’ Group can win the
Hull, Birmingham and Cumberland
tournaments.

Tony Boasman, England No. 3, has
succumbed to him twice, Simon Heap,
the No. 8 once and a host of ““A”
Group players.

The  Northumberland  League’s
chances of progressing further in the
Wilmott Cup are in jeopardy at
present due to Lennie being ineligible
through lack of league appearances
and Alan Ransome, once again,
sustaining an injury to his wrist.

However, the League is not lacking
in depth of good standard players and
will be represented by Burn, Chilvers
and Peter Duncombe against Hudders-
field in the second round. |,

M.O.S.S. ““A” and Newcastle
Y.M.C.A, ““A’’ still remain unbeaten
in the Northumberland first division
and  their respective No. 1’s,
Duncombe and Ransome boast 100%
records,

Entrants in the knock-out cup com-
petition have diminished to 16 with
possible favourites M.O.S.S. ‘‘A’’,
Y.M.C.A. ““A”, Revac ‘“‘A” and
North Shields Y.M.C.A. ‘A’ still in
contention.
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SUSSEX NOTES
by John Woodford

WILLIAMS TAKES OVER
No. 1 SPOT

EVERYTHING is happening to
the new Sussex No. 1 player Peter
Williams. Following Peter’s elevation
to the international squad earlier this
year, the Sussex selectors made their
decision to switch the Eastbourne
player to Sussex No. 1 and Roger
Chandler from the top to No. 2 on
November 6th.

Modest Peter found himself in one
of the trickiest situations of his table
tennis career in the Sussex v. Glou-
cester premier clash at North
Mundham, Chichester on November
16th, Insufficient room between
tables at the Woolwich Open, left
him with a foot injury during a
doubles match and a doubtful starter
for the county match. The selectors
decided to take a gamble and keep
him in the team against Gloucester,
who (fortunately for Sussex) had just
lost the services of Ian Harrison.

Peter started by losing to Dennis
Holland and then failing in the men’s
doubles with Roger Chandler against
Morley and Holland. With Sussex
leading 4-2 and badly needing to
clinch the points, Peter went to the
table partly immobile and bandaged
to the knee, Throwing caution aside
he fought a tremendous battle with
the wily Roy who was beaten 21-17
third set, Sussex went on to win 6-3,
Peter went on to the Portsmouth
Open where he was seeded No. 2 but
scratched from the singles as his foot
was still giving trouble,

The following day, with the pros-
pect of having to withdraw from the
England team to play Ireland at
Bangor on November 28th, Peter re-
ported to a London hospital for the
result of a second X-ray. The news
was that he had had a broken bone in
his foot for ten days and was taken
out of the game entirely for three
weeks, The problem now is whether
he will be fit for the great clash with
‘‘bogy team’’ Cheshire at Lewes Boys
Club on December 14th,

Meanwhile sister Judy has been
keeping right in the minds of the
England selectors with victories galore
in the North of England at Man-
chester, and for England at Ashford,
Kent against Czechoslovakia.

The other Sussex woman player
hitting the Sussex head-lines is East-
bourne’s Diane Gard, who captured
the Nicholls Cup for the top eight

beating Worthing
This

Sussex women,
coach Pat Wales in the final,
event produced an
women’s ranking list, which is ex-
pected to be further amended at the
forthcoming Sussex women’s inter-
league event when Hastings and East-
bourne will again be favourites to
reach the final,

The current crop of Sussex juniors
is one of the best in recent years.
Arthur Downer (Brighton), Graham
Good (Hastings), Carol Randall
(Eastbourne) and Suzanne Kaval-
leirou (Littlehampton) all look star
material against local rivals, but the
team have suffered several big defeats
when up against the other southern
counties,

LEICESTERSHIRE NOTES
by Philip Reid .

BRIGHT JUNIOR PROSPECTS

LEICESTERSHIRE Juniors had an
exciting 6-4 win over Staffordshire in
a Junior (Midland) fixture, Susan
Baxter being concerned with three ot
the six Leicestershire wins, As each
of the boys—Tony Branson, David
Carter and Chris Brewer—each won
one, it could fairly be termed a team
win, Susan—who has been such a
tower of strength in the team—is al-
most certain to miss the next match,
at Wrexham, as she is expected to
be required for first team duty at
Newport,

In the Rose Johnson Bowl there
have already been many exciting
finishes but the best was the one
between King Richards Road WMC
II and Knighton Park III, With one
set to go Knighton were 17 points
behind and the result appeared a
foregone conclusion. League Chairman
John Ellis, however, thought other-
wise and at one stage led Graham
Pickering 20-2 before finally winning
21-4, the match ending in a tie.

In the Midland League the Men's
First Team, baving dropped 4 points,
are virtually out of the running for
the championship. The Men’s Second
Team had a good win over Darlaston
with Melvin Matts on top form. The
Intermediates lost to Birmingham
8-2, whilst the Ladies lost to West
Bromwich but beat Nottingham,

The Juniors are doing better than
can reasonably be expected of them
with Paul Randell the outstanding
prospect. Big wins over Oxford and
Coventry have boosted their con-
fidence. ~Alan Philpott and Alan
Chapman are both playing well and
with Nicky Baxter and rapidly-
improving Robert Neal also available,
Leicester are stronger in this direction
than for some time.

In the Leicestershire Towns League,
Leicester are notable absentees this
season, It is hoped, however, they
will return next season as this popu-
lar competition is not the same with-
out them, The three matches played
have all brought exciting finishes,
each match finishing 6-4. At the
moment Loughborough look favourites
to retain their title but of course it
is far too early to give any definite
indication.

In the Leicester & District League
Symingtons have at last dropped a

odd Sussex |

point—to Belvoir YMCA II. Murray
Baldwin recerdéd his usual maximum
for the Market Harborough side but
Belvoir showed greater all-round
strength and deserved a draw. A
team to watch in 9A are Outlook
Boys’ Club. Their team of P, Foster,
S. Martin and J. Riley look capable
of promotion at the first attempt.
Another young team doing well are
Great Glen II (8A). Dermot Whelan,
Charles Granger and Mick Carpenter
are playing with the sort of consis-
tency which brings promotion,

In the Loughborough and District
League, Sawley, thanks largely to a
maximum from T. Leatt, tock a point
from Division 2 promotion aspirants
Fisons ‘B’. In Division 1, Fisons ‘A’
held the strong Cottons ‘A’ side to a
draw with R. Stanford unbeaten.
Monitor are still going well in the 3rd
Division, spearheaded by Barry Ball
and Technical College look likely to
provide a strong challenge in this
division,

Coalville, with three divisions and
Melton Mowbray with two are both
going along smoothly. Coalville have
a good prospect in Maurice Newman,
now playing first division table tennis
in the Leicester and District League
whilst Melton, of course, have the
Baxter family who themselves com-
pose the Egerton Park team, consist-
ing of father Norman, County star
Susan, and Nicky, who could well
follow his sister into the County
team,

CHESHIRE NOTES
by Jim Beckley

DIANE JOHNSON OPTS FOR
LANCS

A date for the Cheshire ‘Closed’
Championships has yet to be fixed.
No doubt the event will once again
be held at the Bredbury Steelworks.
A venue becoming more popular with
the lack of suitable facilities in the
county. If anyone in the county
knows of premises capable of holding
such a tournament, let me know.

Rumour has it that George
Fackrell, the present Treasurer of the
county, is to retire at the end of the
season, Well, if this is so, everyone
will be sorry to see him go for he has
done a tremendous amount of work.
This is George’s 13th season on the
administrative side and as far as I
can make out his only unfilled am-
bition is to see the ‘Cheshire Open’ in
gear again.

Diane Johnson, one of Cheshire’s
best players for many years and on
the fringe of county honours for the
past few seasons, has, I hear, signed
for neighbouring Lancashire.

Colleague John Bottomley came
up with a wvalid point at the recent
county match when he pointed out
that this column needed more news
of other leagues.

All T can say is that I have made
my effort by writing to each league
secretary requesting news items, but
with obviously no response. Maybe
the Table Tennis News will have
more effect!



WESTERN LEAGUE
BULLETIN

by Grove Motlow

RATTUE ON TARGET

WESTON - SUPER - MARE were
narrowly beaten 5-4 in their home
match against Exeter, the result
being in abeyance until the final set
when Mike Rattue had a comfortable
win over J. Garland.

It completed a treble for Rattue
who had a surprisingly easy victory
over Tony Kinsey.

In their next match, against
Bristol 2nds, Rattue continued his
winning ways with three more

victories in a 7-2 Exeter success.

Swindon, making a welcome return,
had a 6-3 home win over Newport
with junior Tony Woolf unbeaten and
the Wiltshire side followed up with a
convincing 9-0 victory over Taunton.

Cheltenham were surprisingly
beaten 5-4 by Bristol 2nds despite
three wins by M. White,

Taunton put up a good fight in
their home encounter with Plymouth
before losing 6-3. For the visitors,
A. Wright, D. James and R. Parkin
shared the spoils.

Kinsey had 3 wins for Weston
when they beat Newport 6-3. Once
again John Bloomer, for Newport,
did well to win two and followed up
with a treble in the 6-3 defeat of
Cheltenham.

Without Betty Gray, in the Ladies’
Scction, Newport crashed 8-1 to
Swindon whose Gwen Hazell and J.
Price secured maximums.

In their next match, still without
Mrs. Gray, Newport triumphed 6-3
over Weston with Stella Jones the
Welsh star,

Weston also lost to Exeter despite
Doreen Henderson's brilliant form in
securing three wins. For Exeter,
Maureen Spray and Valerie Addicote
each won two and Joan Ware one,

At home to Bristol, the Devonshire
‘‘violets’’ shrunk to 6-3 defeat at the
hands of Bristol after leading 2-0.
The visitors then took command to
establish a 4-2 lead halted by Joan
Ware’'s defeat of Pat Rowe. But
Jean Golding and June Watts
clinched the match against Mesdames
Spray and Addicote,

WILTSHIRE NOTES
by “Moonraker”

FIRST SUCCESS IN 12 MONTHS

DESPITE a fighting display by
Wilts first-ever ‘teenage’ skipper Bill
Moulding, Worcester just nosed
ahead to win 6-4—after being thrice
in arrears—when the ‘Moonrakers’
played their second 2nd Division
West fixture at Hereford,

Congratulations to Wilts Junior
(West) side who recorded their first
success for over a season with a 7-3
win over Glos at Charlton Kings.

Swindon’s County Umpire, Eric
Scotson—County League Secretary
for the past 24 years—has resigned

following a business move, His loss to
both Swindon and Wilts will be hard
to replace while his moving reduces
the number of County Umpires to an
all-time low.

County Secretary Don Hillier takes
over as Wilts League Secretary for
the remainder of the season.

Swindon ‘B’ were the first side to
topple Devizes ‘A’ in the Wilts
League (Div. One) while Wootton
Bassett recorded their initial win at
the expense of West Wilts ‘B’ in a
match that could have gone either
way.

A past junior County seed, Elaine
Lanham, extended the experienced
and ex-county player Kathleen
Waters to -11, 15, -7 when Swindon
‘B’ beat Salisbury in the Mixed
Division while women’s seed Pauline
Hawkins went down to two unseeded
Swindon players Mrs, K. Leslie and
Mrs, B. Moody with only Margaret
Alexander (County No. 2) preventing
Swindon ‘A’ from recording a maxi-
mum over Devizes in another Mixed
encounter.

Wilts junior seed No. 2 Peter
Davies went down to both F. Potem
(No. 6) and B. Gronski (No. 5)
when West Wilts Juniors—for whom
County No. 1, R. Arney won his three

singles in straight sets—won at
Swindon.
Leading Teams (as on 29.11.68):
Div. One
PWL F A Pt
Warminster 4 4 0 34 6 8
Devizes ‘A’ ... 4 3 1 32 8 6
Swindon ‘A’ ... 3 3 0 27 3 6
Swindon ‘B’ ... 4 3 1 2218 6
Women’s Div,
PWL F APt
Devizes  ...... 110 8 2 2
Swindon ...... 1 1.0 6 4 2
Salisbury ...... 2 02 6 14 0
Mixed Div,
PWL F APt
Swindon ‘A’ ... 3 3 O 26 4 6
Devizes ......... 21 1 911 2
Swindon ‘B’ ... 3 1 2 921 2

West Wilts having withdrawn their
details have been expunged from the
records.

Junior Div.
PWL F APt
West Wilts ,... 2 2 0 18 2 4
Swindon ...... 21 1 11 9 2
Salisbury ...... 21 1 713 2

With suitable venues hard to come
by West Wilts will be staging their
Individual Championships on the eve-
ning of Saturday, February 1 and
all day Sunday, February 2 at The
Canteen, N. H. Engineering Co. Ltd.,
Bradley Road Works, Trowbridge.

The finals of all events will be
decided on the Sunday evening.

WARWICKSHIRE
NOTES

by Ralph Gunnion

SHOCK FOR BIRMINGHAM

PERHAPS the biggest shock for
many years to Birmingham came in
their Midland League game with West
Bromwich, With their strongest team
available, Birmingham fell 6-4 to
West Brom. who were without their
No. 1 Glenn Warwick.

This was & severe jolt to Birming-
ham’s hopes of winning the Midland
League title and must be the first
time they have lost to West Bromwich
in years. All the other Brum sides
are doing well, and before the season
ends we hope some of the younger
players will have developed enough
to take over the first team places.

The Warwickshire county sides are
having mixed fortunes, the first team
have yet to win, but the 2nd and
junior teams, are both undefeated.

In the recent Birmingham Open,
the only Birmingham player to figure
in a final was Jenny Cornock who,
with Diane Simpson, won the women’s
doubles,

Jenny, who is England’s No. 3
Junior Girl—the first Birmingham
girl to be ranked so high for years—
is fast becoming one of the best female
players in the county and will soon
be challenging for the No. 1 spot.

Jenny apart, no other players from
Birmingham are really coming on as
they should. With the Schools
League and all the coaching that is
being done we should be getting some
better players than we are.

Perhaps the Management Committee
had better wake up before it is too
late. We have the largest league in
the country and yet very few out-
standing players and it seems to me,
something is wrong somewhere.

In the Warwickshire League,
Stratford-on-Avon who are new-
comers, won their first match 6-3.
This is a very encouraging start and
let us hope that shortly they will
be one of the strongest leagues in the
Association.

The League comprises eight teams,
but unfortunately only three are from
outside Birmingham which is a pity
considering the number of leagues
within the county.

HUNTINGDON AND
PETERBOROUGH NOTES

© by David Obee

TRIUMPH FOR MAXFIELD
TWINS

IN the opening match of the
current campaign the County side
turned in a spirited performance.
against Herts IT at Borehamwood.

The final score of 6-4 in favour of
the home side reflects the closeness
of the match, in which no fewer than
7 sets went to a deciding game.

The Maxfield twins, Diane and
Mary, scored something of a personal
triumph with wins in all their games
whilst Alan Albon won one singles,

Near neighbours Cambridge dealt
both St. Neots and Peterborough
crushing blows in the South-East
Midlands League, winning 8-2 and
10-0 respectively in the men’s sec-
tion, although finding things tougher
in the other departments.

Since, however, Cambridge look
serious contenders for the men’s
championship the county teams. can
take heart. Along with St. Neots and
Petetborough, the Hunts Central
League is again taking part this
season, but although - strong .in
juniors do not appear as yet to have
the same strength as last season in
the senior department.

The value of the S.E.M. League,
as has been said before, is inestim-
able in helping the county selectors,
with every leading player in the
county taking part,

THE

TENTH

FNGLISH CLOSED
CHAMPIONSHIPS

1969

to be held at the
CRYSTAL PALACE NATIONAL RECREATION CENTRE,
NORWOOD, LONDON, S.E. 19.

JANUARY 2nd,

on
3rd and 4th, 1969

Finals:

Saturday,

January 4th,

at 2 p.m.

Thursday, 2nd January, from 6 p.m.—Qualifying Competitions.

Friday, 3rd January—Play will continue from 9 a.m. During
the session commencing 6-30 p.m. there will be semi-
finals of the Men’s and Women’s Singles and the Men’s

and Women's Doubles.

Saturday, 4th January—Finals of all events at 2 p.m.

Tickets obtainable at door

Thursday, 2nd January (from 6 p.m. only) - - -
Friday, 3rd January (all day) - - - - - - - .

2/6
5/0

Saturday, 4th January (morning and afterncon only—

including finals) -

7/6

(Children under 15 each day 2/6)
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County Championships Round-up

CORNWALL SLUMP IN 2 WEST

MIDDLESEX and Essex set the
pace again in the Premier Division
although Essex ran into Tony and
Pauline Piddock in great form at
Canterbury. The main item from the
cther divisions is the change in 2nd
West, once noted for the closeness of
the results. Cornwall, who drew
four matches last season have twice
slumped 1-9 this season, once to
new-to-this-division Hampshire who
were surprisingly held by Devon,
PREMIER DIVISION

Cheshire 3 — Yorkshire 6
M. Johns lost to D. Neale -11, -12;
bt A. Hydes 19, -9, 19.
B. Kean lost to Neale -7, -15; lost
to J. Kedge -12, -18.
. Schofield lost to Hydes -11, -8;
lost to Kedge -22, 15, -25.
é\/[iss J. Heaps bt Miss L. Forkes 11,

Kean/Schoﬁeld lost to Neale/Hydes
-14, -19,
Johns/Heaps bt Kedge/Forkes 15, 16.

Three times Cheshire recovered
from being a set down, but the last
three were all Yorkshire. Great
credit to John Kedge, 15-20 down in
1st to Derek Schofield, who won this
game at 24-22 and the vital third
27-25. Narrow victory for Mike
Johns over Alan Hydes, but he was
no match for Denis Neale.

Kent 3 — Essex 6
A, Piddock bt C. Barnes 18, -17, 15;
bt S. Gibbs 17, 11.
D. Basden lost to Barnes -17, -15;
lost to D. Brown -16, -15.
E. Baker lost to Gibbs -14, -17; lost
tc Brown -16, -19,
Mrs. P. Piddock bt Mrs. L. Radford
17, -17, 15,
H. Buist/Piddock
Brown -18, 19, -11.
Basden/Mrs. Piddock lost to Gibbs/
Radford 12, -14, -16.

The match turned on the doubles,
both going to Essex who increased
their 2-1 lead to 4-1. Tony Piddock,
whose convincing defeat of Stuart
Gibbs had this far been the only home
win, then followed his wife Pauline’s
victory over Lesley Radford by
notching a great win over Chester
Barnes which brought the house down
(300 spectators) and pulled Kent
back into the match. Essex,
however, were untroubled in the last
two sets with David Brown proving a
capable deputy for injured Bobby
Stevens.

Middlesex 9 — Warwickshire 0
B. Wright bt D. Munt 14, 19; bt
R. Gunnion 15, 10.

L. Haslam bt Munt 10,
Backhouse -18, 10, 11,
M. Sugden bt Gunnion 10, 14; bt
Backhouse 14, 10.

Mrs. K. Mathews bt Miss K. Perry
17, -18, 16,

Ig{aslam/Sugden bt Backhouse/Munt
Wright/Mathews bt Gunnion/Perry
-20, 12, 13.

Probably still stiff after an eventful
journey, Derek Munt was unable to
get started against Les Haslam,
whose powerful shots left his opponent
stranded. @ Munt in better form
against Brian Wright and possibly
deserved to go to a deciding game.
The Warwicks star undoubtedly Kath
Perry who extended Karenza Mathews
and frequently found her wanting.

lost to Barnes/

14; bt D.

by JOHN WRIGHT

But Middlesex otherwise in complete
control.

Sussex 6 — Gloucestershire 3
P. Williams bt R. Morley 18, -11, 17;
lost to D. Hoiland -22, -11.
R. Chandler bt R. Morley 22, 12;
bt J. Charles 7, 11.
S, Ogundipe lost to D. Holland 18,
-6, -8; bt J. Charles, 12, 17.
Miss J. Williams bt Mrs. K. Stuart
7, 6.
Chandler/Williams lost to Holland/
Morley 11, -14, -11.

Ogundipe/Miss Williams bt Charles/.

Stuart 8, 6.

With the exception of Dennis
Holland, who was outstanding,
Gloucestershire seemed lack-lustre.

John Charles tried hard but lacks
experience for this class of play and
was unfortunate to meet Sammy
Ogundipe in his first set. Peter
Williams with leg bound from knee
to ankle (injury in the Woolwich
Open) did well to get the better of
Roy Morley in a close set. Roger
Chandler showed improved form on
demotion to No. 2 and Holland
needed expedite for the decider with
Ogundipe.
SECOND SOUTH

Buckinghamshire 4 — Surrey 6

Jill Shirley the only unbeaten
player as 6 sets went 1o 3 games.
5 men’s singles to Surrey and the
experience and promise of Jean Head
and Susan Howard combined to
achieve the 6th, ‘‘Connie’”’
the best man.

Essex II 5 — Kent II 5

Dennis Johnson the only success
for Essex in M.S., Kent taking the
other five. But Essex women very
strong and the doubles combinations
proved right for them: had David
Brown not been on 1st team duty
Essex could have taken full points
from this good-tempered match.

Hertfordshire 3 — Middlesex II 7

In the opening set, Eric Coster led
Laurie Landry by a game and 15-5;
lost this game at 17; led 20-16 in the
3rd and got no more points. What a
tonic. that win would have been to
Herts., particularly as Trevor Taylor
and Brian Barr both won their first
singles. But the heat was now off
and Middlesex lost only one more set
(Landry to Taylor). But what might
have happened ?

SECOND NORTH
Cumberland 1 — Lincolnshire 9
Lancashire 10 — Durham 0

Considerably strengthened by the
capture of Diane Johnson and the
return of Connie Moor, Lancs. were
too good for Durham. Some good
table tennis with Wilf Barker the
best for the visitors although cruelly
treated by Kevin Forshaw.
Yorkshire II 3 — Northumberland 7

With average age 19 (youngest
senior side in the Championships?)
Yorks. by no means disgraced but
the experience of the visitors even-
tually pulled them through. Tony
Clayton, last season a junior,
continues to improve and could be
challenging for a Premier place very
soon—he won both singles here.

SECOND MIDLAND
Glamorgan 8 — Derbyshire 2

First 4 sets to the Welsh, then
Derby took M.D. and W.S, (good

Warren

win this for Sandra Pegg over
Margaret Phillips), then 4 more to
Glamorgan.  Margaret Jones and
Graham Davies both in excellent
form and Robert Bishop and Fraser
Anderson both better than for some
time.

Oxfordshire 1 — Staffordshire 9

Fine win, by 7 and 14, for Miss
King and Mrs. Wingent over Mrs,
Baker and Mrs. Deeley but otherwise
all Staffs. who, in this form, must
have excellent chances of taking the
division and may even be thinking of
promotion.

Warwickshire II 7 — Monmouthshire 3
Very much closer than the score

might suggest. Unbeaten Graham
Binney the Warwicks. mainstay,
although taken close by Haydn

Thiomas, and John Spencer won both
his singles for Monmouths.
SECOND WEST

Cornwall 1 — Worcestershire 9

After dropping the first two sets
{Truscott -21, 11, -16 to Hawkins;
rarkins 1o Lush -19, 12, -13) which
should both have been won in straight
games and then W.D. the same way,
Cornwall neither got nor deserved
another chance. Mick Hawkins and
Ray Lush for Worcs. stood at 6-all
m 3rd game of M.D., then took
next 15 points for victory.

Devon 5 — Hampshire 5
Dorset 1 — Somerset 9
Worcestershire 6 — Wiltshire 4

SOUTHERN DIVISION
Hampshire II 10 — Oxfordshire II 0

No real test for this young
Hampshire team for whom Brian
Pickard and Chris Shetler made
Senior debut. With last-minute
reserves Oxfords very weak and did
not take a game.

Surrey 1I 4 — Buckinghamshire II 6
Worcestershire II 6 — Berkshire 4

Berkshire led 4-2 but then Worcs.
took three very close sets, all in
three. After 11 minutes for the first
game, 13 for the second, Expedite
came in at 19-all in the 3rd in the
Brian Belcher v. Albert Foster set.
Foster led 20-19; lost 20-22. Berks.
led 19-18 in 3rd in X.D. but three
good service returns by John Heath-
cote made the match score 4-all.
Mike Prosser a game and 16-19 down
to Bob Thornton: won this, then the
3rd for a 5-4 lead. Young ]. Gregory
was quickly overcome by Heathcote
to give Worcs. a notable victory.

MIDLAND DIVISION
Derbyshire II 5 — Denbighshire 5
Shropshire 0 — Nottinghamshire 10

K. Morris so close to success against
J. Ellis in Shropshire’s first C.T.T.C.
match, but his -18, 23, -20 the best
that his team could manage.
Staffordshire II 6 — Lancashire II 4

EASTERN DIVISION
Bedfordshire 4 — Northamptonshire 6

Good recovery by Beds., from 0-5
to 3-5 but George Tsow stopped this
and gave Northants full points by
beating Brian Copperwheat. Plenty
of workmanlike play, with the visiting
men more impressive than the home,
and as so often before the Beds.
women Anita James and Barbara
Hammond showing real fighting
spirit.

Suffolk 6 — Cambridgeshire 4

JUNIOR SOUTH
Berkshire 2 — Surrey 8
Hampshire 6 — Buckinghamshire 4

A real shock to Bucks, even
without Mike Wald. Jill Shirley
outstanding but a fine win by

Hampshire {who have not had much
success in this division in recent
seasons). The way was opened for
them by Stuart Tannahill’s 8, 18
defeat of Robin Napper in the
seventh set,
Sussex 2 — Middlesex 8

JUNIOR NORTH

Cumberland 0 — Cheshire 10

Lancashire 8 — Durham 2

Paul Freeman the star for Durham,
his 10, 18 defeat of England No. 3
Tony Boasman being the highlight.
Little other serious resistance offered
by the visitors, although Jim Laing
showed promise.

Yorkshire 9 — Northumberland 1

Another England ranked boy to

fall was No. 5 Alan Fletcher, beaten
by Northumberland No. 2 C.
Shepherd. Yorkshire are making a
determined effort to take the junior
title this year but a 9-1 margin does
not really do justice to the visitors.
Two convincing wins for Nicky Jarvis.
JUNIOR MIDLAND

Derbyshire 4 — Nottinghamshire 6
Oxfordshire 0 — Warwickshire 10

Howard Lloyd came closest to
success for this inexperienced Oxford
team when he went down -18, -19 to
Finbar Gunning. Otherwise,
Warwicks. far too good.

Staffordshire 4 — Leicestershire 6

Susan Baxter saved the day for
Leics. when it looked as if Staffs.
would snatch a point. 6-14 down in
3rd to Helen Blower she tightened her
game, levelled at 17-all and won 10,
-20, 18. A really fine set followed
between the top boys, with no quarter
asked or given and Tony Bronson just
holding off Robin Deeley 20, 20.
Susan Baxter then gave Leics. a
winning lead partnered by C. Brewer
and scored a personal maximum from
the match. Stephen Dunning and
Richard Pearson each then took a
singles for Staffs. for 4-6.

JUNIOR EAST

Essex 10 — Norfolk 0

An encouraging performance by
Neil Brierley who came in at No. 3
jor Essex and really took his chance,
conceding 38 points in his two singles
wins. Robert Hellaby displayed un-
expected nerves in his first set (with
Stephen Palmer) and dropped a
game,

Northants 7 — Norfolk 3

Norfolk’s John Fuller really worried
Roderick Marchant, losing -19, -24,
then won his other set. Margret
Mclnnes continues to improve and
was the best of the girls on view.
Northants No.  Nick Haycock again
verified his ranking with two singles
wins and a doubles,

Huntingdonshire 1 — Hertfordshire 9
JUNIOR WEST

Gloucestershire 3 — Wiltshire 7

Only Ian Terrett of this Gloucs.
team had County match experience
(he won both singles) and the others
seemed rather overawed. Wiltshire's
first win since March, 1966 when they
won the division,

Somerset 2 — Glamorgan 8

Monmouthshire 10 — Worcestershire 0

County debut for 12 year old Kim
Allen who was understandably
nervous in her first X.D. with Haydn
Thomas. After this she played well
and could give years of service to
Monmouths.
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